The alliance Bromion erecti was originally described by Koch (1926: 20, 121) as including only one association, the Mesobrometum erecti Scherrer ex W. Koch 1926 (see Terzi et al. 2016: 312-313 for the original diagnosis, the author citation and the type of these names). However, according to Koch (1926) , the alliance encompassed "all dry grasslands of the montane belt of Central Europe".
Following this syntaxonomic concept, Braun-Blanquet (1936: 172) recognized two associations within the Bromion erecti: the "Xerobrometum" for the strictly dry grasslands and the "Mesobrometum" for the more mesophilous ones. The separation between these two grassland types at the suballiance level was subsequently proposed by Braun-Blanquet & Moor (1938: 4, 9, 37) Koch 1926 . Zoller (1954 revised the syntaxonomic concept of the alliance Bromion erecti in Braun- Blanquet & Moor (1938) , expressing strong doubts whether the two suballiances Xerobromion and Mesobromion identified by these authors could be included in the same alliance Bromion erecti, owing to their important floristic, chorological, ecological and structural differences. However, although Zoller explicitly refused to include them in the same alliance, he does not formally accept the Xerobromion and Mesobromion as two separate, new alliances and he still uses the sentence "characteristic species of the suballiance Xerobromion" in the vegetation tables 1 and 2 to indicate such species in referring to Braun-Blanquet & Moor (1938) . Terzi et al. (2016) considered that Zoller's Xerobromion and Mesobromion are implicitly alliances if Zoller says that they cannot be included as suballiances within the same alliance Bromion. However, there is also some doubt as Zoller uses these names without recognizing them properly as alliances (W. Willner, in litt.) . Accordingly, they would not be validly published (art. 3c).
Zoller's syntaxonomic position was followed some years later by Oberdorfer (1957) who explicitly raised the suballiance "Mesobromion" (sensu Braun-Blanquet & Moor 1938) to the rank of alliance, and retained the name "Bromion Br.-Bl. 36" for the xeric grasslands. In
